


SSSI" | 


BR 
aes 


a 


R 


\ 


=~ 
—y 


rit 














THE 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 








No. 582.]} 


PHILADELPHIA, 


APRIL 25, 1868. [Vor. XVIII.—No. 17. 








OrIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications. 





ANEURISM AND ITS SEQUEL. 
(Case noted in vol.17, No.13 of Mrep & Sura. Reporter.) 
By Samuet Pace, M.D, 
Of California. 


I will add in continuation of said case, that 
this chilano continued his visits to my office 
for two months, the tumor on the right side 
of the chest did not appear to increase. 
Toward his last visits, I saw there was a great 
change in his countenance, which indicated 
that disease was making inroads upon his 
constitution, yet he complained but little ; his 
cough which was nearly gone, commenced in 
some degree again, and considerable pain was 
experienced under the superior third of the 
sternum. When he visited me, I tock occa- 
sion to press‘the tumor as long as one or two 
minutes, or as long as he could bear it without 
producing violent coughing, the object being 
to produce a slight obstruction, if possible, to 
form a nucleus for the eventual blocking up 
of the tumor with fibrin. 

In September he became a county charge, 
where he remained up to the time of his 
decease. 

12, M. November 6, 1867. From some- 
time previous, and also while he was in the 
hospital, I did not see him. A few hours 
after death, I examined the tumor, and found 
ithard and only about one-third its former 
size; of his treatment while in the hospital I am 
bot advised. I was informed that he kept his 
appetite up to two or three days of his death. 
His principle suffering a week or two before 
his demise was great dispnoea. He was lying 
upon his back when he died. 

‘Autopsy made about twenty-two hours after 
death. Found on the right side of the chest 





the necrosis of first and second ribs, also of 
the superior third of the sternum on the pos- 
terior surface, The first rib was separated, 
about two inches from the sternal end, and the 
posterior and superior lateral surface of the 
second rib was worn away one-half. On 
account of the right clavicle yielding, the 
tumor had not worn upon it. Between the 
two ribs named, a tumor filled with layers of 
fibrin protruded, originating from the aorta at 
the point where the arteria innominata arises. 
The tumor projected laterally about six inches 
toward the right shoulder, its diameter at 
origin three inches, about midway, ten inches 
in circumference. The length of descending 
aorta from the tumor to the origin of the 
coronary arteries, was two and one-half inches. 
Arteria innominata three-fourths of an inch in 
length. Heart at base nine and one-half 
inches in circumference, length about three 
and one-half inches. A mass of fibrin came 
from the distal extremity of the tumor. The 
right lung was hepatized in inferior part, and 
middle and superior portion filled with absces- 
ses, and the pericardium was filled with serum 
and clots were pressed out of the heart. 
Remarks. To agree with the autopsy, my 
former communication should be entitled, 
Aneurism of the aorta at the point where the 
arteria innominata arises, involving more of 
the former than the latter. Your editorial 
note on the case (“7. ¢., ligating the distal 
extremity, or obliterate the artery by simple 
or compound acupressure,”) if carried out in 
this instance, could not have saved our patient; 
we find that nature aided the mechanical and 
medical means employed, viz., pressure and 
the use of digitalis and veratri vir., in doses 
which produced frequent emesis, or the patho- 
logical condition of effusion into the pericar- 
dium, thereby impeding the action of the 
heart'so much so that coagulation or deposit 
of fibrin occurred in the tumor to its entire 
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filling up of successive layers of fibrin, about 
one-sixteenth of an inch thick, thus preclud- 
ing death from rupture of the aneurismal sac. 
Was the pathological condition, or the re- 
medial means used, the cause of the filling of 
the aneurismal sac? 

There is but little doubt but the presence of 
the large aneurismal sac within the walls of 
the chest, was the indirect cause of our 
patient’s death, from the irritation it pro- 
duced, and consequent inflammation of the 
lung, and the involving of the pericardium, 
and consequent effusion into the heart sac, 
thus impeding the heart’s action and ultimate 
loss of vital power. 

—— 

A GLANCE AT THE BRITISH ISLANDS, 
FRANCE, AND AMERICA, 
Ethnological, Climatic, and General, etc. 

By Epwin R. Maxson, M.D., 

. Of Philadelphia. 
(Continued from page 324.) 


ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH. 

England, lying between Scotland and the 
English Channel north and south; and 
tounded east by the North sea; and on the 
west by the Atlantic, Irish Sea, and Irish 
Channel; being from four to five hundred 
miles in extent, north and south, and nearly 
half that distance east and west, is a rich and 
beautiful country, having numerous small 
rivers and slight elevations, but not enough 
to break the general even appearance of the 
country. 

The fertility of the soil, the mildness of the 
climate, and its level surface, together with 
its high state of cultivation, conspire to make 
England one of the richest agricultural coun- 
tries I have ever seen; and especially, consid- 
ering the centuries of time it has been under 
cultivation. 

The climate, though mild in winter, on 
account of its oceanic surroundings, is for the 
same and other reasons, coolish in summer, 
imi somewhat humid, predisposing to scrofu- 
lous, tuberculous, and other kindred affections. 
And while its atmosphere doubtless also pre- 
disposes to a typhous tendency in disease; 
paludal affections are scarcely known; the 
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system of drainage having removed the sources 
for the generation of marsh-miasm, if they 
ever existed; and though its level surface, as 
well as its surroundings, may render England 
more or less subject to high winds; the ex- 
tremes of temperature, are not as great as in 
most countries of its latitude. 

Its productions are wheat, rye, barley, oats, 
peas, beans, hops, roots, ete., besides furnishing 
excellent meadow, and the finest pasture [ 
have ever seen, thus supporting a dease popu- 
lation, and supplying food for an immense 
herd of very fine sheep, cattle, and other do- 
mestic animals. In fact, the vast number of 
sheep is really astonishing, especially alorg 
the eastern portion of the island, bordering on 
the North Sea. 

The fields are beautifully surrounded and 
divided by hedge, which, being generally 
kept in a fine condition, gives the whole face 
of the country a very pleasant appearance; ia 
some places, as about London, appearing not 
unlike a beautiful and extensive garden, being 
covered, in the season for them, with fruit 
and vegetables in abundance. 

If we except the mountains of Wales, how- 
ever, England has not that variety of surface 
and scenery, which is calculated to inspire the 
beholder with awe, as does the varied scenery 
of Scotland, with its hills, vales, mountains, 
lakes, ete. In fact, nature appears to have 
formed this pleasant country, with a view to 
awaken in the beholder, admiration, not awe— 
to cause the mind to run out in gratitude to 
the Creator, for its vast richness; rather than 
to excite those stronger emotions, leading to 
daring deeds, so naturally aroused by more 
wild romantic scenery. And, it really appears 
to me, that the mind that can contemplate this 
beautiful country, without having awakened 
feelings of high admiration, and also gratitude 
to the Creator, must be defective, morally, if 
not intellectually. 

Chief Towns. 


England has a large number of towns or 
cities, the most important of which are Lon- 
don and Liverpool; the former in the south- 
eastern, and the latter in the north-westera 
part, both of which may admit of a brief de- 
scription, as we pass along, as better illustrat 
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ing the peculiarities of English towns than 
any others. 

London, situated on the river Thames, 
about sixty miles from the North Sea, is one 
of the oldest cities of England, having been a 
considerable town of the ancient Britons, long 
before the Roman invasion; and for several 
centuries before the Christian era. Com- 
mencing thus early, it has been the scene of 
many conflicts, during the Roman, Anglo- 
Saxon, Danish and Norman invasions and 
onquests, having been marred. but not de- 
stroyed, amidst the clash of arms and the 
wreck of empires. 

Thus increasing steadily, during more 
than twenty centuries; it has now an area of 
near one hundred square miles, and a popula- 
tion of about three millions of inhabitants. 
And, notwithstanding its damp and smoky at- 
mosphere, and exterior, generally, London has 
a mine of wealth; many magnificent public 
and private buildings, and fine parks, churches, 
monuments, bridges, hospitals, etc., calculated 
to interest the thoughful, and to inculcate an 
appreciation of whatever is of substantial utili- 
ty, in science, arts, religion, ete. 

The site of London is quite level, oceupy- 
ing both sides of the Thames. And the chief 
objects of interest are, the Houses of Parlia- 
ment, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Buckingham Pal- 
ace, the Tower of London, Westminster Cha- 
pel and Abbey, and the various bridges, 
hospitals, museums, etc., too numerous to 
mention. The Hunter Museum is the largest 
by far, that I have ever seen, and I believe it 
is the largest in the world. 

The city, being divided by the River 
Thames, has the appearance of a mighty 
Village. In fact, it has really been formed by 
the connecting of numerous small towns grad- 
ually extending till they have met; the dwell- 
ings, being many of them small, contrasting 
strangely with the magnificent buildings and 
structures already referred to, as well as others 
too numerous to mention. 
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Finally, London is a great commercial city, 
its docks extending several miles along the 
Thames, the peaceful bosom of which bears 
the mighty ships of every sea and naviga- 
ble river in the whole habitable globe. And, 
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though the atmosphere of London is damp, 
retaining much of the smoke, which, hanging 
over the city, often gives it a dark and gloomy 
appearance; and also predisposes its inhabi- 
tants to the diseases common to the British 
Islands, already referred to; I was astonished 
at the apparent degree of health enjoyed by 
its people. They take, however, good, plain, 
substantial, nourishing food, and generally 
with regularity; as beef, mutton, bread, eggs, 
milk, etc.; all tending to counteract the de- 
pressing effect of a humid smoky atmosphere, 
saturated, more or less, of course, with animal 
miasms, the paludal having scarcely an ex- 
istence there. 

The suburban towns and objects of interest 
about London are very numerous; among 
which are, the Crystal Palace, near Syden- 
ham, about seven miles south of the city, 
constructed at a cost of one million five hun- 
dred thousand pounds sterling, containing 
much to interest, with its gardens, parks, 
fountains, etc. Down the Thames are, Green- 
wich, with its Hospital, Park of two hundred 
acres, and Royal Observatory, founded by 
GrorGE IIT. for the promotion of astronomi- 
cal science; Woolwich, etc. Up the river, 
again, are Kew, with its Botanic Garden and 
Palm-House, sixty feet high ; Richmond, nine 
miles up, with its beautiful terraced hills; 
Hampton, thirteen miles, with its fine Green, 
and graced by Hampton Court Palace, situated 
in a garden near the Thames; and, finally, 
Windsor, twenty-two miles above the city, 
having a fine elevation, upon which stand 
Windsor Palace and Castle, from the tower of 
which may be seen St. George’s Chapel, where 
Her Majesty, the Queen, attends service when 
there, and also a small church eleven hun- 
dred years old, the Royal Walk, three miles 
long, at the end of which rtands the statue of 
GeorGE IIT., the Royal Park, where repose 
the remains of Prince ALBERT, the site of 
the oak where Kino Jonn signed the Magna 
Charta, Admiral Penn’s old residence, the 
site of ANNE PaAGe’s house, and other places 
referred to in SHAKESPEARE’S “ Merry Wives 
of Windsor,” as the site of Herne’s Oak, of 
Falstaff notoriety, and the p'ace near by in the 
Thames, where that dignitary is represented 
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as having got his unceremonious bath, all so 
graphically set forth by the great poet; all 
places and objects well repaying an attentive 
observation, on account of their intrinsic 
beauty as well as historic interest. 

All the above towns and situations, except 
one or two down the Thames, are clean, airy, 
and delightful, and well calculated to promote 
health, as well as to enliven the intellectual 
and improve the moral powers of the inhabi- 
tants and beholder. But I must leave this 
mighty old city and its surroundings, and 
pass on to a consideration of Liverpool, which 
is situated on the Irish Sea, in the northwest 
part of England, as is well known. 


Liverpool is a great commercial town, hav- 
ing a rapidly increasing population of near 
two hundred thousand; its Docks being on a 
large scale and very fine. This city is on an 
eminence, and admirably calculated, from all 
its surroundings, for a great commercial town. 
It has many fine buildings, and may yet be- 
come a mighty city, somewhat American in 
its character, as it really is already, on ac- 
count, in part, of the immense amount of 
American shipping and number of American 
seaman constantly there. 


Liverpool has an Infirmary, accommodating 
several hundred patients, and its poor are as 
well cared for, probably, as in most other 
cities of its size, if we except perhaps Lon- 
don, with its hospital accommodations for many 
thousand patients, admirably arranged and 
emducted. The somewhat elevated site of 
Liverpool, together with its position by the 
sea, making it more or less liable to winds, 
may account for its less foggy and smoky at- 
mosphere than that of London. . Its atmos- 
phere, however, is more or less humid, which, 
together with the animal miasm necessarily 
g nerated to some extent in a crowded com- 
mercial town, may account for the fact, which 
was quite apparent to me, that Liverpool is 
more predisposed to low putrid disease than 
London. Paludal diseases are not, I think, 
endemic there to any considerable extent; 
if they even prevail at all, except imported 
cases, 

But I must leave the consideration of Eog- 
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land with its chief towns, and pass on to 
notice its inhabitants. 


The English People. 


The English are evidently descendants of 
the same original Celtic stock as the Scotch; 
but much more modified by the mingling of 
the Roman, Anglo-Saxon, and Norman blood 
than they; with less of the Danish or Scandi- 
navian; the country having been invaded, 
and either partially or entirely subdued, in 
turn, by the Romans, Germans or Saxons, the 
the Danes or Norwegians, and finally by the 
Normans of France; mingling more exten- 
sively, however, with the ancient Celtic stock, 
the Roman, Saxon, and Norman blood, than 
others, as would appear. 

The English people, then, thus originating 
and modified, have emerged from a state of 
semi-barbarism, during the past twenty cen- 
turies, under circumstances of a varied char- 
acter, their rich fertile ‘country having been 
the object for invasion by the surrounding 
nations, or people, more civilized, in some 
instances, than themselves; thus directly caus- 
ing their customs, manners, and even religion, 
to be greatly modified, in some instances, and 
especially their language. 

The Anglo-Saxon race, then, thus springing 
up in the English character, inhabiting 4 
delightful, rich, and fertile region, have 
emerged from a state of semi-barbarism to 
their present condition of civilization, influ- 
enced by less romantic, but perhaps a greater 
number of extrinsic circumstances, than those 
that surrounded and influenced the Scotch. 
These circumstances, together with the greater 
mingling of the Roman, Saxon and Norman 
blood, with perhaps less of the Danish or 
Scandinavian than the Scotch, together with 
the difference of position, climate, etc., must 
account for the difference between the Eng- 
lish and Scotch of the present day. 

The English people, thus favorably situ- 
ated, and quite powerful, when compared with 
the Scotch and Irish, may possibly have a 
more lofty disposition; in some instances, per- 
haps, tending to excess. And this is just 
what might be expected to remain with any 


| people, in their transition from semi-barbarism 
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to civilization, under such circumstances; 
and, especially, as civilization is the work of 
circumstances. And if the English do retain 
an undue degree of a lofty spirit, it is because 
that element of their earlier civilization has 
not been thoroughly eradicated by the cir- 
cumstances with which they have been sur- 
rounded. The former system of education, 
too, in England, together with the law of pri- 
mogeviture, confining the wealth and educa- 
tion, more especially to the few, to the neglect 
of the masses, may have hindered, in some 
degree, its eradication. 

With this slight defect, if it may be re- 
garded as such, in English civilization, for 
which, as we have seen, they are in nowise 
responsible, the English are a noble, gener- 
ous, kind, benevolent, sober, thinking, and 
decidedly intellectual people; doing much for 
the elevation of humanity, and the spread of 
Christianity throughout the world; speaking 
a language, that, when properly modified, en- 
riched, and refined, may yet become the lan- 
guage of the whole civilized world, on account, 
in part, of their extensive commercial rela 
tions, together with that of their descendants 
of this vast Continent, embracing the inhabi- 
tants of the British possessions in America, 
and of the United States. 

It is probable that the noble characteristics of 
the English; physical, intellectual, and moral ; 
may have been owing, in a very great degree, 
to the mirgling of blood in their constitu- 
tions, as well as to the modification of their 
manners, customs, religion, etc., growing out 
of this mingling of the different nationalities 
out of which they have grown; to which may 
also be added their favorable position for com- 
mercial, and other relations. 

But I must proceed to a consideration, as 
we pass, of the Western portion of this Island 
and its inhabitants 

[To be continued ] 
——_—_- ese  —)- 

— Baron Larrey.—This worthy son of an 
illustrious father has just been elected a member 
of the Academy of Sciences of Paris, in the 
place of the late Civrate. The medical press 
are unanimous in hailing this election as a fit 
reward for indefatigable industry, and the dis- 
tinguished manner in which Baron Larrey has 
upheld the lustre of a great name. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 361 


“~ 


DISLOCATION OF THE SHOULDER OF 
NINETY-TWO DAYS DURATION, RE- 
DUCED BY MANIPULATION. 


By J. M. Borsnor, M.D., 
Of Philadelpha. 


_ 


On September 10th, 1867, Mr. B., eet. 30, 
came into my office with an injury of his right 
shoulder joint, which he said had been pro- 
duced by tripping against one of the ordinary 
iron boxes or wash paves of our streets. He 
had fallen upon his hands, and the efforts made 
to prevent this, added to his natural weight of 
180 Ibs. served to produce the cond tion 
herein described. 

It is necessary to state here that the date of 
this visit was thirteen weeks subsequent to the 
receipt of the primary injury; he had con- 
sulted a physician, obeyed his instructions for 
the treatment of what he called a bad sprain, 
with fracture of one of the little bones,” and had 
even attempted to use the arm when some of 
the pain had subsided in order “to get rid of 
the stiffness.” 

My examination of the case showed a differ- 
ence in the shape of the two shoulders, the in- 
jured having lost the roundness, so prominent 
a feature in the natural condition, presenting 
instead a slight elevation in front and beneath 
the outer third of the clavicle ; the motions of 
the arm very few, imperfect, and attended by 
pain. 

I diagnosed this condition as luxation of 
the humerus forward, and told him my fur- 
ther examination and treatment would be at- 
tended to on the following day, when I could 
place him under the influence of ether. 

Sept. 11th, 1867, my friends Dr. Wm. M. 
Turner, and Dr. THos. G. Morton, having 
examined the case, and agreeing with me as to 
its nature, gave me their assistance in the work 
of reduction. 

Ether, (the safest and best anzesthetic) was 
used, and upon total relaxation, the body was 
held firmly, and the arm so rotated by mani- 
pulation that the attachments formed were 
broken up, and the head of the humerus re- 
stored to the glenoid cavity, from which it had 
been absent just 92 days. The subsequent 
treatment consisted in keeping the elbow well 
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in toward the middle line of the body, and 
supporting the head of the humerus in its 
natural position ; for these purposes I applied 
the apparatus which I devised some time ago, 
for the treatment of fracture of the clavicle. 
October 28th, 1867, he was discharged we'l, 
and with ability to use the arm freely and 
without pain; at this writing, March 17th. 
1868, he has perfect use and condition of the 
arm. This case is another plea for careful 
eximination of patients who have received in- 
juries, in order that a correct diagnosis may 
be made, without which, treatment becomes 
mere guess work; it shows that difficult and 
long standing dislocations of the shoulder joint 
may be reduced by manipulation; and lastly, 
as a matter of no slight importance, the ne- 
cessity of proper after-treatment in the matter 
of rest and support, the appliances for which 
receiving as much attention in their adjust- 
ment, as those employed in cases of fracture. 





EpiroriAL DErparRTMENT. 


Periscope. 





Radical Cure of Hernia, 

Dr. Bensamin Howarp reports to the N. Y. 
Medical Journal, two cases in which he employed 
Mr. Woon’s method for the radical cure of her- 
nia. He says: 

“July 18, 1866, I performed this operation 
upon Timothy Sullivan, a healthy laborer, aged 
25, for an oblique inguinal hernia of the left 
side, its first occurrence dating back about two 
years prior to the operation. 

** Although the hernia was not large, its incon- 
venience was such as to render the patient anx- 
jous for the operation. With the assistance of 
Dr. Hackrey, of the New York City Hospital, 
and others, the patient was etherized, and the 
operation performed; the needle and wire, with 
the use of which I had become somewhat familiar 
through the frequent kindness of its author, 
were brought from the maker employed by him- 
self. No obstacle was encountered in the steps 
of the operation, but when about transfixing the 
fascia in front of the cord, I felt a little unde- 
cided which of the two methods of doing it 
described by Mr. Woop to adopt. The first is as 
follows: ‘The sac of the hernia and the fascia 
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covering it opposite the scrotal aperture is then 
pinched up between the finger and thum), and 
the spermatic cord is slipped back from their 
grasp, from without inward and a little upward 
in the direction of the incision across the scro- 
tum, close to and in front of the spermatic cord; 
a slight twist given to the point of the needle 
will enable it to take up all the structures which 
lie in front of the spermatic cord, and at the 
same time to enter and emerge entirely within 
the limits of the scrotal incision.’* 

“The other method is: ‘In still smaller cases, 
wherein the sac does not descend much beyond 
the external ring, the last step of transfixing the 
fascia must be performed nearer to the insertion 
of the pillars of the ring. In accomplishing this 
manoeuvre, the needle may also be made to take 
up a portion of the pillars themselves close to 
their respective insertions on the inside of the 
spermatic cord. The crest of the pubis will 
afford a good guide and protection to the deeper 
parts, the point of the needle being made to slide 
close to the bone.’+ 

“As this case corresponded to the class last 
mentioned, the transfixion was effected as therein 
directed, care being taken to make the point of 
the needle ‘slide close to the bone.’ 

“The wire was now in situ, crossing itself 
and transfixing the parts as the operation re- 
quires, the free dependent ends were twisted 
upon each other, and all was ready for permanent 
invagination. 

“Tt was here I encountered the difficulty I had 
feared might arise; the fixation of the parts 
effected by making the ‘wire slide close to the 
hone,’ and ‘take up also a portion of the pillars 
themselves close to their insertions,’ arrested the 
progress of invagination, making its completion 
impossible, and the last attachment of the wire 
could not be drawn up into the canal so as to 
plug it throughout its course. 

“This is the point to which I would call the 
attention of those contemplating this operation, 
and in order that they may be spared the same 
difficulty encountered by myself, I would advise 
adoption of the first of the two methods ahove 
described, in transfixing the sac or the scrotal 
tissue in front of the cord. 

“Though strongly inclined to withdraw them, 
the wires were left as placed. The operation 
was completed, and the wound dressed in the 
usual manner. 

“Between the second and fourth days there 
was more local inflammation and general dis- 





* Vide Wood on Rupture, page 109, 
+ Vide Wood on Rupture, page 112. 
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wore 
turbance than I had observed in any of Mr. 
Woop’s cases in King’s College Hospital. This 
was doubtless largely owing, however, to the 
circumstances; the patient being confined in a 
small apartment, having a temperature at mid- 
day of 102° Fahrenheit for several days in suc- 
cession, and swarming with flies and mosquitoes. 

“As the patient insisted that the presence of 
the wires was the sole source of all his discom- 
fort, I yielded to his importunity, and removed 
them on the fourth instead of about the tenth 
day after the operation. 

“T regretted this circumstance very much, 
fearing it would deprive this, the first operation 
of its kind in this city, of its chief advantages. 
In this regard, however, the results disappointed 
my apprehensions. 

“ After the removal of the wire there was con- 
siderable suppuration and tenderness, both of 
which daily diminished, so that at the end of two 
weeks the patient began to come to my office; the 
wound was nearly healed, his general health 
and spirits were good, and he felt great confi- 
dence in the success of the operation. 

“Te called again six weeks after the opera- 
tion, and stated that he had been at work at 
coal-heaving. I tested the parts thoroughly, but 
could procure no sign of impulse; the course of 
the canal felt as if occupied throughout by a 
hard cord. 

“Sept. 21,1 again saw the patient, when he 
expressed great gratitude for what he regarded 
as a sound and radical cure. 

“The patient soon after left the city, since 
which I have been unable to obtain further infor- 
mation about the case. 

“Although what I have described as an im- 
pediment in the operating did not prevent com- 
plete success as far as the history of the case is 
known, I deem it worth while to state these 
particulars, as I apprehend the same difficulties 
may occur to others, tending to embarrass, if not 
to discourage them in the prosecution of this 
very rational and promising mode of treatment. 
To those who are inexperienced in this operation, 
then, I suggest selection of the first of the two 
methods described as above for transfixaton of 
the scrotal fascia, or the sac, in front of the cord, 
because thereby the inviganation is more easy and 
complete, the operation more satisfactory, and the 
cure is likely to be more sound.” 








—— The General Hospital of Birmingham, 
Eng., has just received the handsome gift of fifty 
thousand dollars from a gentleman of that city, 
who refuses to have his name published. 
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Case of a Monster. 

Dr. W. J. Mitcuett, of Alabama, writes as 
follows to the Richmond Medical Journal : 

“T was called on the 28th day of November 
last, at 4 o’clock in the morning, to visit a woman, 
aged 23 years. On my arrival, which was soon 
after 4 o’clock in the morning, I found this 
woman in labor with her third child, and her 
pains short and frequent, which continued to be 
the case until 11 o’clock the same night, when 
she was delivered of a still-born female child, 
which had the appearance of coming at full 
time, and weighed eight and a half pounds. 


“From all the evidences before me, I was led 
to the conclusion, that this child perished pre- 
vious to the commencement of the labor; no 
motion of the child was felt during the labor; 
the cuticle was detached in several places, and 
was very easily removed with the finger. 


“This child had two perfectly formed, and 
fully developed heads, and necks, coming out 
from what seemed to be a single body, and 
shoulders. The heads, faces, with the eyes, 
nose, ears, and mouth, were all perfect in each 
one, with a full coating of hair on each head, 
and longer than usual for a child at birth. 

“The necks of this monster, came out from 
the shoulders at equal distance from the centre, 
as well as from the point of each shoulder, the 
faces both looking to the front in a natural man- 
ner; the necks were rather close to each other 
to admit the heads being held perfectly erect, but 
nearly so. 

“This child had but two arms, which were well 
formed, not the slightest deformity; the spinal 
column was found double in its entire length; 
the two os-cocyges perfectly formed, and distinct 
from each other; the pelvis was so welded to- 
gether as to present the appearance of a single 
pelvis. 

“The chest of this child was perfectly formed 
in front and laterally, but the back presented 
plainly the marks of two spinal columns, which 
showed the spinous processes very plain through 
the integuments. 

“In the centre, between the two scapule, I 
found, under the skin, another scapula entirely 
disarticulated, and the same anomaly was found 
between the two clavicles in front, at the top of 
the chest. The abdomen, in front, was perfectly 
formed, and so with the lower extremities, which 
were as perfect as any child I have seen. 

“The post-mortem in this case, revealed two 
pairs of lungs, two distinct hearts, which lay 
side by side in a natural position, and perfect in 
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all its parts, except the two auricles in front, and 
on the inner side of each heart were found united, 
forming one receptagle, and uniting the hearts 
together at this point. 

“The sesophagus was duplicated, but united 
and entered the stomach at the same point, and 
at the natural place. The ribs forming the chest 
laterally and in front with the sternum, were all 
natural and perfect, but another set of ribs came 
out from each spinal column, on each inner side, 
uniting in the centre, varying in length to accom- 
modate themselves to the difference in the dis- 
tances between the two spines, thereby complet- 
ing perfectly the posterior walls of the chest. 

“The abdominal cavity presented nothing 
remarkable, except the union of the two sorte 
just below the diaphragm, and running down 
between the two spines. 

“The genital organs were as pefect as could 
be, and as would be expected, single. 

“Tn the conclusion of this hastily written letter 
I have only to say, that this child is in a state of 
preservation, and can be seen by those who desire 
to do so.” 





The Artificial Induction of Abortion. 

The celebrated Professor Scanzonr of Vienna, 
in the January number of the Vierteljahrschrift 
fur die Praktische Heilkunde, states,his views on 
this operation as follows : 

“The production of abortion was first recom- 
mended as a legitimate operation by the English 
obstetricians Cooper, Hutt, Bartow, Burns, and 
Buiunpet, although at first it was accused of being 
immoral and illegal. The merit of its introduc- 
tion into Germany, in the face of much opposition, 
is due to Dr. Kiwiscu, who first directed attention 
to its importance. 

“Tt was objected to the operation that the ob- 
stetrician is never justified in disturbing the natu- 
ral course of pregnancy, and destroying the life 
of an individual to save the life of another, espe- 
cially when it was uncertain whether by so doing 
he could place the mother out of danger, and 
whether nature itself would not in time expel the 
foetus, if it was necessary. ‘To this it may be re- 
plied, that it is not right to spare a life when one 
can with the greatest probability assume that 
sooner or later it must itself perish, and cause the 
destruction of another at the same time. It is 
true, that we can never predict with certainty the 
effect of an artificial abortion on the mother; but 
it is just as true that it is unjustifiable to renounce 
a@ means which, after careful consideration and 
numerous precedents, presents itself as the only 
one which in a given case can restore health. So 
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far as the objection is concerned, that we can 
never absolutely say that the vis medicatrix na- 
ture is insufficient to overcome the disease, we 
may answer, that a skilful, experienced physician 
can, in the majority of cases, pronounce with the 
greatest probability—and this is all that can be 
asked in fulfilling an indication—whether or no 
the life of the mother can be saved without sacri- 
ficing the foetus. Those who wholly reject the 
operation, are just as far from the right course as 
are those who recommend it for every trifling in- 
disposition of the pregnant woman. 

“ The propriety of the operation, therefore, can- 
not be denied, and the less so as obstetrical litera- 
ture furnishes many instances where it has been 
applied with the most brilliant success. More- 
over, it is an imitation of a natural mode of cure, 
for it is by no means uncommon to see both acute 
and chronic diseases rapidly disappear after a 
spontaneous abortion. This Professor Scanzont 
has repeatedly observed in pneumonia, pericar- 
ditis, pleuritis, peritonitis, typhus, dropsy, valvu- 
lar disease of the heart, Bricut’s disease of the 
kidneys, etc. 

“The indications for the operation are not yet 
absolutely fixed, but in general terms it may be 
said that it is called for when any anomalies of 
pregnancy take place which threaten the life of 
the woman, and of course that of the child, and 
which do not yield to milder and less active treat- 
ment, and which in all likelihood will be removed 
by the operation. 

“The following instances come within this 
rule: 1. Uterine diseases, namely (a) total retro- 
version when it cannot be replaced, and inflamma- 
mation of the bladder, uterus, etc., arise, and 
threaten the existence of the patient ; (b) a marked 
depression or anterversion of the uterus, causing 
compression and inflammation of the bladder and 
rectum, and when all means are found unsuccess- 
ful to retain it in position; (c) when dangerous 
metrorrhagia takes place, endangering the life of 
the woman, and which cannot be checked by the 
usual means; (d) when fibrous tumors press upon 
the uterus, or impede the pelvie canal to such an 
extent that a living child could not pass; (d) 
when extensive carcinoma uteri is present, as this 
condition is usually fatal at full term; (e) when 
violent inflammation of the uterus, either primary 
or secondary, is present. 2. Ovarian cysts do not 
indicate the operation, as they can be tapped, but 
solid ovarian tumors when they bear forcibly upon 
the uterus often demand it. 3. Constriction of 
the vagina, whether congenital or acquired, when 
to a marked extent. 4. Strangulated irreduci- 
ble hernias. 5. Vomiting which cannot be con 
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trolled by ordinary means, and endangers the life 
of the mother. 6, Asthmatic attacks, dependent 
upon hypertrophy of the heart or large goitres, 
and extensive pneumonia, seemingly promising a 
fatal termination, have been brought to a favora- 
ble conclusion by artificial abortion. 7. The same 
is true of congestive and apoplectic cerebral 
seizures. In eklampsia, the operation is only 
allowable when the attacks do not yield to the 
usual remedies, but rather increase in severity. 
8. Dropsical accumulations in the serous cavi- 
ties indicate the operation only when they im- 
peril the life of the woman. 9. When an extra 
uterine pregnancy can be surely diagnosed, the 
sack should be opened by a trocar and the fluid 
drawn off. 10, Finally, when a constricted bony 
canal of the pelvis will not permit a living child 
to pass, the operation is to be recommended, pro- 
vided that the woman prefers it to the Caesarean 
section at term.” 

Concerning the time when the operation should 
be performed, this is in many cases not a matter 
of choice. When it is, the first two months of 
pregnancy should be preferred on account of the 
less danger from hemorrhage. 

“For the operation itself, Prof. Scanzont pre- 
fers the common uterine sound, which he intro- 
duces into the cervix and pierces the membranes. 
When he cannot introduce it owing to a faulty 
confirmation of the cervix or vagina, or when the 
ovum is not in the uterine cavity, he uses the tro- 
car either from the rectum or vagina, emptying 
the waters through it, and allows the foetus to be 
expelled by the natural force of the contrac- 
tions.” 





Paralysis of Soft Palate from Bromide of 
Potassium.‘ 


In a discussion on the employment of bromide 
of potassium in epilepsy, in the Society of Practical 
Medicine at Paris, reported in ?’ Union Médicale, 
M. Mesner referred to this symptom as an evi- 
dence that saturation of the system by the drug 
had been reached. He commences by giving 
some 20 to 40 grs. during the day, increasing the 
dose. He says, “we soon obtain certain effects, 
which indicate that we must not push it further. 
The mucous membrane of the pharynx and of 
the veil of the palate becomes insensible. The 
finger passed over these parts excites no muscu- 
lar contraction. There is no effort at vomiting 
or sneezing, and no lachrymation. The drug 
then ought to exercise its curative action.” He 
also gives a case in which this paralysis was 
produced after gradual increase of the dose to 
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As this statement seems to have excited no 
comment from the other gentlemen who took 
part in the discussion, it would appear as if the 
symptom was not new to them. Certainly this 
salt has been given, not infrequently, in still 
larger doses in this country, and we do not 
remember ever to have seen any such result of 
its administration reported.—Boston Med. and 
Surg. Journal. 





Hemorrhoids. 

Dr. A. E. Hott, of N. Y., praises the follow- 
ing local application in this distressing com- 
plaint: 

R. Manna, Ziij. 

Dissolve in boiling water, q. s., 80 that upon cool- 
ing it will be about the consistence of thick cream: 
to this add sulphur, Ziiss., previously tritura- 
ted in a mortar with mercury, q. 8., to give the 
sulphur the color of gunpowder. (The mercury 
will entirely disappear from the trituration.) Mix 
the sulphur with the manna; then add rhei pul- 
vis, q. s., to make mass, and divide into balls 
about the size of rifle bullets. Roll in rhei pul- 
vis, and set away to harden. One of the balls, 
previously dipped in olive oil, may be introduced 
up the rectum every night, or every other night, 
a3 the case may be. 





A Strange Skin Disease, 
Professor Ror gives an instance of a strange 
affection of the skin in a recent number of Vir- 
cnow’s Archiv fur Pathologie und Medicin. 


“A sixteen year old peasant boy suffered, ac- 
cording to his own account, almost daily from 
epistaxis, and ‘wherever anybody touched him 
mushrooms grew.’ He was well developed, 
fresh and healthy in appearance, though having 
something delicate and effeminate both in looks 
and demeanor. All his organs were sound, and 
except epistaxis, he seemed to suffer no inconve- 
nience. A peculiarity of his skin was that 
wherever it was pressed, at once weals arose. 
This was so constantly the case, that when one 
described letters on his skin with the end of the 
finger, they at once stood out in bold relief. Ifa 
blunt instrument was used, as a slate pencil, 
after about half a minute the writing appeared 
red, but soon changed to white, and after two or 
three minutes stood boldly out with every line 
and stroke as distinct as the most skilful sculptor 
could chisel it in marble. The elevations re- 
mained about thirty or forty minutes, when they 
gradually sank, and the skin resumed its natu- 
ral appearance. When they appeared, the tem- 
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perature of the implicated skin rose 1° Reamur. 
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They resembled precisely the weals of urticaria, 
and when pricked with a needle, exuded a small 
drop of serum. This was in 1863. In 1865 the 
same boy appeared in the hospital with a fibrous 
tumor of the neck, and again in 1866, with a 
bronchial catarrh. The same peculiarity re- 
mained. A thermo-multiplier showed an in- 
creased temperature of 13--2} cent. The epis- 


taxis lead to the suspicion of a morbus maculosus 
Werlhoffii. 





Mortality After Amputation of the Thigh. 

M. ILussan, in publishing the statistics of the 
hospitals of Paris, embracing the returns of 
100,000 patients, gives the following results of 
amputation of the thigh: In 1861, forty-two 
amputations, and only seven recoveries; a mor- 
tality of 83.33 per cent. In 1862, forty amputa- 
tions, and nineteen recoveries; a mortality of 
52.50 per cent. In 1863, forty amputations, and 
fifteen recoveries; a mortality of 62.50 per cent. 
Average mortality for three years, 66.11 per 
cent., or forty-one recoveries in one hundred and 
twenty-two operations.—Med. Gazette. 





An American Dentist Abroad. 

Dr. Scutesincer, in a recent number of the 
Wiener Medizinische Wochenschrift, gives the 
following not altogether flattering notice of one 
of our countrymen who has gained a great repu- 
tation in the dental specialty: 

“Dr. Tu. W. Evans, one of the delegates 
of the North American Sanitary Commission, is 
a dentist in Paris. His income is estimated by 
many at 400,000, by many at 300,000, by none 
at less than 200,000 francs. He publishes many 
thick books on international sanitary topics, all 
dedicated to various royal patrons; collects an 
immense museum of sanitary articles; visits all 
celebrated battle fields on both sides of the ocean ; 
and is especially a traveller for orders. For as 
there are travellers for dry goods, produce, and 
80 forth, so there are some for orders too. 

‘For how many orders can one get at home ? 
If one has luck and inserts ever so good teeth, 
not at most more than three or four. In foreign 
lands they can be got much cheaper and easier. 
Therefore, Dr. Evans, year in and year out, 
travels for orders; though to be sure this might 
be considered somewhat ridiculous in the son of 
the free republic. 

“Tt is said that one out of 556 Frenchmen re- 
ceives the cordon of the Legion of Honor, but I 
am persuaded that Dr. Evans alone bas 556 
orders. He sparkles, and gleams, and glistens 
like an Italian sky at midnight.’’ 


REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 
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It is not the first time that this penchant of Dr. 
Evans has been the subject of sarcastic allusion, 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 





NOTES ON BOOKS. 


Dr. A. J. Stone, of Boston, has recently pub- 
lished an article on the use of bromide of potas- 
sium in preventing the nausea and vomiting 
arising from the administration of ether. It 
contains many interesting cases, and shows very 
satisfactorily the efficacy of the means recom- 
mended. 

From the same direction comes an “ Address 
at the Commencement of the Medical School of 
Harvard University, March llth, 1868. By 
Samug. Ex.ior.” It was printed at the request 
of the class, by the well-known publishers, Da- 
vip Crare & Son. It is a pleasant souvenir 
for the students to take to their homes. The 
remarks of the author on the mania for starting 
feeble and poorly endowed medical colleges all 
over the country, are very judicious and timely. 

We omitted to state in our last issue, that the 
agency for the “Revista Medico-Quirurgica y 
Dentistica”’ of Drs. Witson and Gonzavez, in 
the United States, is Dr. Jonn Howe, 311 West 
Seventeenth Street, New York. 





Odontalgia, Commonly Called Toothache; Its 
Causes, Prevention, and Cure. By S. Par- 
sons SHaw. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott 
& Co. 1868. One vol., 12mo., cloth, pp. 250. 


Mr. Suaw is a London dentist, and proposes 
in this treatise “‘to be so clear and precise that 
the physician, the surgeon, and the dentist may 
alike be able to detect the symptoms of one of 
the most painful of all maladies,” and apply the 
necessary remedies. It treats of the organization 
of the teeth, the trifacial nerve, odontitis, periodon- 
titis, alveolar abscess, tartar, the diagnosis, preven- 
tion, and cure of toothache, disease in the antrum, 
neuralgia, and similar topics. Some illustrations, 
not very good ones, however, are added. 

The book is practical, and contains a good deal 
of useful information. We do not doubt that 
many practitioners would find it a useful addi- 
tion to their libraries, giving, as it does, about 
the amount and kind of information which a 
physician is expected to have on dentistry. 
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Mepricat Dents.—The “France Medi- 
cale” says that a banker in Saxony has opened a 
branch in which medical men are invited to send 
accounts against their patients, The banker 
takes charge of the bills, and is content with 5 
per cent. discount. 
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THE LAW OF POPULATION, 

Problems in political economy are notori- 
ously difficult. They embrace so many fac- 
tors, and call for such a many-sided know- 
ledge to solve them, that we cannot wonder 
that they in great part still remain qguaestiones 
This is true of none of them more 
than of that of the law of the increase and 
diminution of population. In one sense, this 
isa purely physiological question, and so far 
as it is so,is entirely beyond our present 
knowledge. The function of reproduction is 
obscure and mysterious beyond all others of 
our economy. From another point of view 
the question is a social one only, as the pre- 
servation of life in the mass depends much 
more on our surroundings than on ourselves. 

Hence neither the physiologist nor the 
sociologist is alone capable of solving the 
enigma. The nearest approach to a correct 
formula of human increase was unquestiona- 
bly that of the much abused Mr. Ma.truus. 
All who have followed him, even while they 
attack him, but strengthen his main position. 
His statement was that population, when un- 
checked, increases in a geometrical ratio, but 
that it constantly is checked by causes which 
either shorten life, impair procreative vigor, 
or prevent fertile intercourse. Although in 
some of his deductions and applications, Mr. 
Mattuus went astray, this general law re- 
mains intact. 

The latest writer on this subject, is Dr. 
NATHAN ALLEN of Massachusetts. He has 
published a lengthy article in the Journal of 
Psychological Medicine, in which he purposes 
to state another and better law. Unfortu- 
nately he nowhere gives this law, and we can 
only infer that it would be somewhat as fol- 
lows: human increase is directly in propor- 
tion to the healthy and harmonious actions of 
the physical and mental functions of the 
body. 

Now if he means this, or anything like 
this, we object first on the ground of insuffi- 
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ciency. Increase in population and increase 
in births are very far from being synonymous 
terms. It were not hard to point out nations 
where the women were as fecund as those 
model Puritan mothers whom Dr. A. has s0 
much to say about, and yet where popula- 
tion stood still or retrograded. And as the 
fecundity of women seems the only point in 
his mind which has much to do with the 
question, this oversight badly damages his 
theory. 

But granting him his position here, let 
us see how he argues his point. In the 
first place, he clears the ground by saying 
that as various theories of population have 
been broached “they certainly cannot all 
be right,” ergo, none of them is right,— 
which we submit is as masterly a stroke of 
logic as was ever witnessed, only we fear not 
orthodox. For instance, one might say, 
there are various religions, Christianity, 
Mohammedanism, Judaism. They cannot 
all be right, ergo, none of them is right. 


We will follow a step further. Dr. ALLEN 
tells us that “the birth-rate of the strictly 
American class in New England is steadily 
diminishing,” and has been so for several 
generations, while that of the foreign popu- 
lation is two or three times larger. This he 
knows from records of old fawilies and 
statistics. We have previously shown the 
damaging flaw in this indictment, and repeat 
it once more. Who are the strictly Amer’- 
can class? Does Dr. ALLEN mean that the 
descendants of the Puritans never intermarry 
with foreigners, that they maintain a Brah- 
minic caste? But if they intermarry, as they 
notoriously do, then his town records go for 
nothing. Does he mean by the fureign popu- 
lation those only who were born in other coun- 
tries, or their children? Such laxity in terms 
will ruin any argument. 

Having spied this windmill, Dr. ALLEN 
attacks it vehemently. The females of the 
“strictly American class,” get a sound casti- 
gation at his hands. He thinks they are too 
highly educated, that they shun work too 
much, that they dress foolishly, that they do 
not nurse their own children, that they are 
short-lived, and that they avoid offspring by 
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immoral devices. These are hard words. In 
our narrower field of experience, a too highly 
educated female has been a most rare phe 
nomenon, nigro simillima cygno ; declining to 
nurse their own children, would, we think, 
rather tend to increase their offspring ; and as 
he denies the requisites for health and longevity 
to the “strictly American class” how does it 
happen that thoge interested in life insurance 
tell us precisely the opposite—that we are on 
the whole longer lived than our forefathers 
and grandmothers? 

Much of this talk about the ill-health of 
women arises from the remarkable ardor with 
which gynecology has been recently studied. 
The diseases existed always, but they were 
not recognized, and talked, written, and lec- 
tured about, to the extent they are now. 

Some of Dr. AtLEn’s refutatiors of oppo- 
nents are rather extraordinary for a scientific 
article, and would seem more in place in one 
of the Pope’s Bulls. For instance, he rejects 
Matruus’ theory, because it “ reflects in the 
most serious manner upon the moral govern- 
ment of God, impeaching his wisdom, his 
goodness, and his justice.” Not more s0, 
certainly, than the existence of evil. Again, 
he says about woman’s rights,” that “ we have 
a standard of appeal in those great laws estab- 
lished by God himself,” and is sure they go 
against the movement, forgetting that others 
may possibly read those laws very differently 
from himself. 

In spite of these defects in his argument, 
Dr. ALLEN’S essay is in many respects able 
and interesting, and we are glad to see these 
great questions handled in a thorough man 
ner by medical men. It has been published 
as a separate pamphlet, and it will well 
repay perusal. 

The real law, as we said at the outset, was 
more nearly formulated by Matruus than 
by apy one since. His principle follows as a 
corollary to that other law of organic life, 
which may justly be regarded as the noblest 
conquest of the intellect in the present genera- 
tion, stated by DARWIN, showing that through- 
out all nature we find “the survival of the 
fittest in the struggle for life.” 
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Notes and Comments. 





The American Medical Association, 

We would remind our readers that the Ameri- 
ean Medical Association meets in the City of 
Washington on Tuesday, tne 5ru or May. That 
there will be a full meeting there is do doubt, 
and we trust and believe, a profitable one. There 
are some important Committees to report. The 
Association has a President this year from whom 
we anticipate an address that will be worth hear- 
ing. We expect to be there ourselves, and hope to 
have a competent reporter present, who will fur- 
nish a full report of the proceedings, and an 
intelligent resumé of the addresses and discus- 
sions. 





Safety of Dr. Livingstone. 

When it was first announced that Dr. Liv- 
INGSTONE, the African traveller, had been as- 
sassinated, we ventured to express a doubt of 
the truth of the story, thinking that the reports 
brought by those of his party that returned 
were contradictory and unsustained.—({Mep. anp 
Sura. Reporter, vol. xvi., p. 291.) We afterwards 
found that Sir Roprrick Murcutson expressed 
doubts on the same ground, which he supported 
in several very strong communications. How- 
ever, “corroborative testimony’? seemed, for 
many months so to substantiate the first reports 
that it was finally accepted as a truth, and the 
Doctor’s biography was “duly done in print.” 
We are glad, however, that we can now say that 
all doubts of the safety of Dr. Livincastonez seem to 
be dispelled. Sir Roperick Murcuison, on April 
8th, received a letter from the distinguished 
traveller, which came via Zanzibar. Dr. Liv- 
INGSTONE writes that he is in good health. His 
journey of exploration has been successful, and 
he will soon return to England. 





A Deserved Compliment Proposed. 

We are giad to observe that in the House of 
Representatives of the United States a joint 
resolution was introduced by Hon. Horace May- 
NARD, Of TENNESSEE, giving the franking privi- 
lege to Miss Dix, as an acknowledgment of 
her life-long labors in behalf of the insane 
and the constant duty she is performing in con- 
nection with the large number of charitable in- 
stitutions she has founded in various parts of the 
country. The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads. 

We trust the Committee will report favorably 





on this resolution, and that it will pass. Miss 
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Dix labors constantly for the benefit of an unfor- 
tunate class of her fellow-beings, and withal, 
without the slightest pecuniary consideration, 
and her correspondence is necessarily large, and 
anything that can be consistently done by the 
Government to relieve her of financial burdens, 
would be but a slight acknowledgment of the 
many sacrifices she has made, not only for*the 
insane, but for the sick and wounded soldiers 
during the late rebellion. 





The Insane in Connecticut. 

We are glad to learn that the new General 
Hospital for the Insane at Middletown, Conn., 
has progressed so far toward completion, that it 
is ready to receive a limited number of male 
patients. 

Applications for admission should be made to 
the Superintendent several days before patients 
are expected to be brought to the Hospital. The 
blank forms for use by Judges of Probate and 
Physicians, as provided by law, will be sent 
upon application. 

Dr. A. M. Suew is the Superintendent. 
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Correspondence. 


——_ 


DOMESTIC. 





Fact Versus Fancy. 
Eprrors oF THE MepicaL AND SurG. REPORTER: 

My attention has been called to a criticism in 
the ‘* Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,” of a 
collection of papers on “ Angular Curvature of 
the Spine,” which I have recently had the honor 
to lay before the profession. I desire to refer to 
it, not with any desire of deprecating the wrath 
of this formidable reviewer, or of setting my- 
self right in his eyes, but simply that I may 
use itas a text, from which to enforce, if possible, 
even more earnestly than in the volume alluded 
to, certain points to which he takes exception, and 
which, I am confident, have not been before pre- 
sented with the emphasis to which their import- 
ance entitles them, as well as to correct certain 
erroneous impressions which he is probably not 
alone in entertaining. As my object is, there- 
fore, not to answer charges, so much as to pre- 
sent truths, and as I desire to give them a wider 
circulation than the journal referred to would se- 
cure them, I feel myself entitled to ask for a space 
in your columns for the following hasty remarks. 

To the ultra-conservative cast of mind, the sim. 
ple statement of a new truth, whether in religion, 
Politics, or science, is ever offensive. That which 
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is in itself only progressive becomes to it ag- 
gressive. ‘‘ EZ pur si muove,”’ was a thorn in the 
flesh to the bigoted school-men of Gatteo’s day. 
So in medicine, every onward movement has been 
obstructed by these self-satisfied minds, and every 
man who honestly urged it has at first, and often 
to the last as well, been rewarded only by hard 
words and cold glances from those who ought to 
have been the first to applaud his efforts. And 
then, when at last the battle is over and the truth 
stands forth victorious, and unimpregnable, we 
have exhibited the melancholy spectacle of these 
obstinate detractors suddenly whipping round to 
the winning side, declaring that it was their side 
all the time, and artfully contriving to give the 
credit of the advance to some third party, who 
has really been only an accessory. Hundreds of 
practitioners are to-day treating their cases of 
laryngeal disease by topical applications, who, 
twenty years ago, were full of contemptuous in- 
dignation, which they took good care to express, 
at the now lamented Horace Green, because he 
ventured to proclaim his earnest conviction that 
it was possible to introduce an application } « 
yond the rima glottidis. And yet, how few of his 
then detractors who now fully accept the grep, 
truth which he first brought to light, are willing 
to acknowledge fully and fairly that to him be- 
longs the praise. 

That this peculiar and unfortunate mental con- 
stitution does not characterize the great body of 
the profession, either journalistic or practising, I 
have had many and convincing proofs which I 
desire gratefully to acknowledge. In fact, it has 
béen a matter of surprise to me that, having, as 
I was well aware, used no honeyed phrases and 
taken no pains to invent euphemisms to disguise 
unpalatable truths, the strictures that I have ven- 
tured to make have called forth so little ill-natured 
comment. It will certainly be a sad day for our 
profession when the hyper-sensitiveness of its 
members will not suffer them to tolerate an indi- 
cation of manifest error under the name of error, 
by one of their own number. The opening sen- 
tence of the notice in question, contains the germs 
of these misstatements. It reads as follows: 
“The great advances which have been made in 
the treatment of spinal distortions, by the aban- 
donment of local applications, “ setons, issues, 
moxas, cautery,” and the adoption of mechanical 
appliances to relieve pressure or insure rest, have 
also made every instrument maker believe him- 
self qualified to treat spinal disease, encouraged 
movement-cures and gymnastic institutes for 
Pott’s disease,” etc. 

Of this assertion, I desire to remark Ist: that 
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it certainly conveys the idea that the profession 
generally have made so great an advance in the 
study and treatment of spinal affections that they 
are prepared to abandon, or have already aban- 
doned, the use of suppurative counter irritants, 
and depend entirely on mechanical appliances. 
Now, nothing, I regret to say, can be further from 
the truth than this statement. I grant there are 
men who occupy this advanced stand-point, but 
they are those few pioneers in mechanical thera- 
peutics, such as Davis, and Taytor, of New York, 
who have devoted themselves, through evil report 
and good report, to the elucidation of this problem, 
and such general practitioners as can look on aspe- 
cialist without a sneer, and even think his sug- 
gestions worthy of consideration. It is not so 
untrue now, as it was fifteen years ago, before 
Davis began to agitate the matter. Itis not even 
so untrue to-day as it was whenI penned the 
article which so excites the nerves of the reviewer, 
in which, I endeavored to set the matter before 
the profession in as clear a light,and as emphatie 
a manner as possible. But it is still so wide of 
the truth, that I feel that that article does not 
contain a word which is unnecessary at the pre- 
sent time. The great mass of practising. physi- 
cians do not accept the dictum, that Pott’s Dis- 
ease does not demand “local applications,” or 
that it can be benefitted by mechanical appli- 
ances. Hear Ericusen, the exponent of British 
surgery of the present day. In the case of in- 
Jants suffering from this disease, he tells us that 
“some counter-irritant, as tincture of iodine, 
should be applied by the side of the spine,” and 
that in the case of older children, ‘“ counter-irri- 
tation may be applied with great advantage, by 
means of caustic issues, or moxz, to either side 
of thespine.” “ In fact,” he continues: “ the prin- 
ciples of treatment in these cases are extremely 
simple; the improvement of the general health 
by good diet, tonics, and sea air, in order to re- 
move the strumous condition with which this 
disease is always associated, and the employment 
of counter irritation suited to the age of the pa- 
tient, to lessen the local action'in the vertebra, 
is all that can be done.” He does indeed advise 
what has been well termed by another, “the lin- 
gering horrors of the prone system ’’—but this is 
the only allusion to mechanical treatment, except 
that he recommends the use of “ stays,” many 
months—at least twelve or eighteen—after the 
disease has been arrested. 

This certainly looks very much like the “ aban- 
donment of local applications and the adoption 
of mechanical appliances. It is true that the 
writings of Apams, Bropaurst, and others, may 
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be cited as evidencing a more advanced state of 
progress on the part of English physicians, but 
these men form the advanced guard, and do not 
at all represent the opinions of the main army. 
Prof. Gross, whose superb volume takes at least 
equal rank with Ericusen’s, as a text-book and 
work of reference on that side of the water, 
adheres equally rigidly to the counter-irritant, 
and as unqualifiedly condemns the mechanical 
appliance. Such standard general works as 
these may be pretty safely looked upon as not 
only expressing the opinions of these venerable 
and venerated authors, but as reflecting with 
considerable accuracy the average sentiment of 
the profession. I therefore claim that the at- 
tempt to bring practitioners generally to occupy 
the advanced platform on which our critic so 
boldly plants himself, but which, I must be al- 
lowed to surmise, he would scarcely have adopted 
so squarely before the perusal of the offensive 
papers ;—I claim, I say that this attempt is nota 
work of supererogation, how far so ever it may 
have fallen short of its intention. 

2d. I wish to controvert the statement that it 
is possible for the true advancement of an art, to 
contribute to its debasement, as is here intimated. 

It is not the greater precision, more intelligent 
adaptation, or more general appreciation of the 
value of mechanical appliances in the treatment 
of spinal affections, which have led “every in- 
strument maker to believe himself qualified to 
treat spinal disease.” On the contrary, I ven- 
ture to say, that no physician who th roughly 
believes that angular curvature is to be success- 
fully treated with the aid of mechanical appli- 
ances, has ever thrown the entire responsi)ility 
of a case of this disease upon an instrument 
maker. On no point do I insist more earnestly 
in the essays under consideration, than that no 
instrument maker is competent to treat such dis- 
eases, and that the physician who shifts his own 
responsibility to his shoulders, is morally culpa- 
ble. The instrument maker is to the physician 
and the mechanical therapeutist, what the apoth- 
ecary is to the prescribing attendant, he simply 
prepares the remedy. ‘The secret of the evil 
referred to by the reviewer, lies in this: that 
physicians in general practice regarding such 
cases with extreme aversion, having neither the 
time, the inclination, nor the mechanical skill 
to devote to the contrivance, application, and 
constant supervision of the necessary mechanical 
appliances, and having no abiding faith in the 
efficacy of such appliances, anxious only to get 
rid of the care and annoyance of a tedious and 
unsatisfactory course of treatment, summarily 
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dismiss them with the advice, ‘Go to Mr. Ham- 
merwell or Mr. Keenedge, and get a brace.” 

The man who is firmly convinced that the 
mechanical is the appropriate method of treat- 
ment, will by his careful and critical supervision 
of the handicraftman, keep him in his proper 
place, and show him that he considers himself 
more than his equal, even in this department of 
practice. 

3d. It is scarcely true that “ movement-cures 
and gymnastic institutes have been established 
for the cure of Port’s disease.” It is very true 
that that system of remedial exercise variously 
designated as Ling’s system, the Swedish move- 
ment cure, curative gymnastics, localized move- 
ments, so widely known, so successfully practised, 
and so cordially welcomed by the profession in 
the European capitals, has, with various modifi- 
cations, been somewhat tardily introduced into 
this country. It may be that some individuals 
with more zeal than either knowledge or expe- 
rience, into whose hands the apathy of the pro- 
fession has allowed this branch of the healing 
art in some instances to fall, have attempted to 
put Porr’s disease among other affections cured 
by its means, but it is equally certain that no 
institution of this kind has been started for this 
sole purpose, as this expression implies, and that 
its practitioners, while recognizing it as not only 
serviceable, but imperative in lateral curvature of 
the spine, do not consider it applicable to the 
treatment of’ inflammation or ulceration of the 
vertebra, This point is not, it is true, directly 
pertinent to the subject of the essays under re- 
view, but I advert to it as showing that the 
reviewer has as little conception of the true end 
and scope of remedial exercise, as he has famil- 
iarity with the general tone of professional 
sentiment. ‘‘Unpleasant,” therefore, as the 
topic is to his delicate sensibilities, I shall 
continue to urge upon the profession the value 
of a properly directed mechanical treatment for 
Porr’s disease. Absurdly as it strikes him, I 
shall presume to insist that an early diagnosis of 
this affection, before ulceration has produced a 
deformity which is rarely within our power to 
remove, is of paramount importance, and that. 
moreover, the knowledge of the fact that pain in 
the back is usually absent, and spasmodic pain in 
the abdomen almost invariably present in this 
early stage, will materially assist in arriving at 
& correct conclusion. : 

However rudely it may cross the path of his 
prejudices, I shall not cease to express my con- 
viction that neither santonin or chenopodium, 
subnitrate of bismuth or nitrate of silyer, much 
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as they are prescribed, are of any curative value 
in this affection. And in pressing these consid- 
erations, and others contained within the wide 
and important domain of mechanical therapeutics, 
I shall confidently expect to receive in the future, 
as I have in the past, the countenance and co- 
dperation of such members of the profession as 
believe that its true dignity is best to be main- 
tained and promoted, not by prating about it 
and admiring one another, while they shut their 
eyes to all exterior truth, but by making the 
physical well-being of those, the solemn respon- 
sibility of whose lives and death Providence has 
placed in their hands, their paramount concern, 
and intelligently adopting every means which 
that Providence throws within their reach to en- 
sure its accomplishment. 
Bensamin Ler, M.D. 
1503 Spruce st., Philadelphia, 
Nov. 27th, 1867. 





Mammoth Cave, 
Eprtors Meprca, anp SurcicaL Reporter: 

In the Revorter of February 8th, I endeavored 
to explain what was meant by the “ permanent 
inhabitants” of the Mammoth Cave, in contra- 
distinction to the temporary, periodical or tran- 
sient. In this explanation no allusion was made 
to fishes, or indeed to any aqueous or amphibious 
organizations. There is « body of water in the 
Cave, called the River Styx, which is evidently 
connected with the Green River, flowing not a 
great distance from the Cave entrance. This 
water rises and falls in unison with the river 
outside, and fishes from the Green River are 
sometimes found in the Styx or Cave River; con- 
sequently, you perceive there are certain fishes 
only transient inhabitants of the Cave, and the 
same may be said of aqueous or amphibious 
reptiles. There are other bodies of water which 
are not connected with the external world, so far 
as known, but in all of these, I am of the opinion, 
may be found fishes and reptiles without a proper 
development of the auditory and optical appa- 
ratus. 

I cannot perceive that my statements conflict 
with those of Profs. Acassiz or Wyman, although 
I am not familiar with the records of their re- 
searches, never having read them. 


I have nowhere stated, as Dr. Forwoop as- 
sumes, that all the fishes in the Cave are without 
an auditory apparatus, or a rudimentary orbit. 
I have asserted that there are living organisms 
in the Cave, without the power of audition or 
sight. 
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Neither myself or the “Anonymous Corres- 
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pondent” assert that “these eminent naturalists, 
Acassiz and Wyman, were in error.” By no 
means; for, without being familiar with their 
statements, I unhesitatingly presume, that these 
gentlemen, so fur as they investigated, made 
correct deductions and truthful reports of their 
observations. 1 simply assume, with all due 
deference, that perhaps they did not publish a 
record of all that was to be known about the 
Mammoth Cave, for if they had, we would not 
need “a more complete account of this wonder- 
ful curiosity, scientific and general, than was 
ever given to the public.” 

In publishing my “vbservations” I should not 
“dispute the assertions of the Professors above 
named,” but only corroborate them, and at the 
same time, add my mite of testimony in regard 
to other organisms and other phenomena to be 
observed in the Cave. 

The tendency of the original article, signed 
“S, I, H.,” was not so much to assume that 
some organisms in the Cave were without audi- 
tory power, as to suggest that even as some of 
the fishes, etc., in the Cave are eyeless from want 
of light, so there might be fishes, etc., earless 
for want of sound; or, in the words of “8, I. TI.,” 
“‘whether the functions of the auditory nerves 
become impuired by the partial or total de 
privation of their natural stimulus, ‘sound,’ 
even as the functions of the optic nerve are 
diminished or destroyed in proportion as’ they 
are deprived of light.” This was the proposi- 
tion. discussed in the original article. 

The experiments I made were very simple in 
their character, but perfectly satisfactory to my- 
self, 

In order to experiment in a limited manner 
upon the effect of perfect darkness and solitude 
or silence on the sensorium, with considerable 
tisk and difficulty I did remain some hours 
‘solitary and alone,” some four to six miles from 
the Cave entrance, and probably from four to 
six hundred feet below the surface of the earth, 
or it may have been still farther or, deeper. 

The effect, as I have before stated, “was very 
distressing, and almost insupportable, resulting 
in a pérceptible, although temporary defection 
of hearing and aberration of mind.” There are 
a number of persons now living, who have been 
lost in the Mammoth Cave, for one, two or three 
days, and perhaps more, who have always been 
found, when rescued, in a state of temporary 
insanity. With some of these persons I have 
conversed. One in particular, who wast lost for 
thirty-six hours, gave me a detailed account of his 
experience, which-1 cannot now fully relate for 


want of time and space. He told me that after 
being a few hours there, his intelligent or ra- 
tional consciousness left him, and from that time 
until he was discovered by the guides, some 
thirty hours after, he was in a state of semi or 
temporary insanity. When the guides approached 
him with lights, he fled from them, supposing 
they were “‘demons;’’ and it was with some dif- 
ficulty they could catch him, even after getting a 
glimpse of his person. There is now, I am told, 
a gentleman in the Lunatic Asylum at Lexington, 
Kentucky, who was made permanently insane 
from having been lost in the ‘Mammoth Cave.” 

I properly appreciate and duly estimate Dr. 
Forwoop’s motives and objects in seeking infor- 
mation in regard to the Cave, but wou!d suggest 
to him the propriety of spending a few months 
in and around this ‘wonderful Cavern,” before 
he again announces “that he can give a more 
complete account of this wonderful curiosity 
than was ever given to the public.” 

H. Rais Suirn, M.D. 
Chicago, Ill. 





Ascites Cured by Tapping. 
EpiTors oF MepicaL AND SuraicaL Reporter: 

In your last issue, [ notice a case of ascites 
cured by tapping, and as cures of those cases 
where once paracentisis has been practiced are 
comparatively rare, I thought it may be in- 
teresting to your readers to report in brief, a 
case of a colored woman who recovered under 
my care, after having been tapped seven times. 

Mrs , aged 33 had been a patient at a hos- 
pital of this city for six months, previous to my 
taking charge of it in June, 1866. Hospital 
records showed that she had been tapped three 
times, once a month, at each time drawing off 
two buckets full of serum. She had been given 
up as a hopeless case, and did not receive any 
medical treatment for several months previous. 
Finding her in a very emaciated condition, I at 
once put her on strong tonics, consisting of 
quin. strych. and iron, accompanied with baths 
105° F. Menstruation had stopped for some 
time, and diagnosing her trouble, the result of 
disease of liver, I alternately put her on pil. 
hydr., podophyllin and hyoseyam.; after treating 
her in this manner about eight weeks, and find- 
iug her gaining strength in general, and not 
giving her any diuretics, yet, as her kidneys 
had been very debilitated through their over-ex- 
ertion to eliminate the serum, I alternately com- 
menced to give her potass. acet., with pil. digi- 
talis. At my first tapping her in June (about 
the 5th), I drew off seven gallons of fluid, look- 
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ing like water in which rice had been mashed, 
and being inodorous. At my next tapping, 
thirty-two days after, I received about a gallon 
Jess fluid, which was of clearer color, The 
third tapping, at an interval of a little over a 
month, and during which time her general im- 
provement became remarkable, and having had 
her put to work as much as possible, the flow 
got reduced to about two and one half gallons, 
and became of the color of urine, and offensive 
odor. At the last tapping (September) I received 
only about a gallon of fluid, the trocar continu 
ally clotting up, and judging by the color of the 
liquid, it was tainted with blood, and of very 
strong offensive odor. Let me not omit to men- 
tion, that about two weeks previous to the last 
tapping, menstruation had fully returned, making 
its appearance once very slightly before. To the 
use of continued strong pressure upon the abdo- 
men with a roller towel, I attribute a great deal 
of the success of the case; two weeks after the 
last tapping, the whole machine was in working 
order, and I discharged the person perfectly well, 
her abdomen normal, and she has enjoyed good 
health since, without a symptom of recurrence of 
FERDINAND LessINo, 
Ass’t. Surg. U.S. A. 


Norfolk, Va., April 10, 1868. 


ascites. 





Abuse of Drugs. 
No. 2. (See p. 201 of this volume.) 
Eorrors Mepicat AND SurGicaL REPORTER: 

There is undoubtedly no profession in which a 
man obtains more insight into the follies and foi- 
bles of humart nature, than the medical. What 
physician, for instance, does not know numbers 
of people who are continually injuring them- 
selves with different kinds of intemperance, 
which means overdoses of the good things of this 
world, the natural food, the procreative instinct, 
or what is the worst and most common among 
civilized nations, overdoses of drinks; others, on 
the contrary, who have very good intentions, and 
aim at the preservation of their bodily health, 
are continually doctoring themselves with quack 
medicines, or some of the latter class having a 
wholesome dread of such remedies, study a dis- 
pensatory or other medical book, hunt in it for 
remedies which might do them good, or for 
symptoms which they think to observe in them- 
selves, Medical students and young practitioners 
sometimes fall into such illusions. But what 
then must we say of middle aged, well established 
regular physicians, (as I know some in this city,) 
who are so weak minded as to have no trust in 
nature, but are continually doctoring themselves 
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not alone, but using quack medicines, quack 
lotions and ointments, notwithstanding they pre- 
scribe in orthodox style for their patients. It is 
a trait in weak minded human nature to have 
more faith in mystery than in things well under- 
stood, and this explains as well the success of su- 
perstitious religions, spiritualism, etc., as that of 
quackery, homeopathy, the belief in the possi- 
bility of the growth or existence of frogs and 
snakes in the human body, ete. 

People who have the habit of immoderate eat- 
ing, usually think that the human body needs a 
periodical cleaning out every two or three months, 
like a house; they cannot possibly be persuaded 
that by moderate and temperate habits, man may 
go on in a healthy state without these periodical 
cleanings, and that moderate exercise in the free 
air, combined with a proper watchfulness about 
the peculiarities of the system, in the agreeing 
and disagresing of certain kinds of food and 
drink, the avoiding of all impradence in this re- 
spect, as well as over exertion and exposure to 
cold and dampness, may prevent most indisposi- 
tions, and make those cleanings and druggings 
unnecessary. 

I know that some will say, that the existing 
circumstances which are chiefly due to the lack 
of common sense in the great majority of the peo- 
ple, are rather favorable to the medical pro- 
fession ; and I answer, that this may be true. 
But I speak here not as a man who narrow mind- 
edly seeks to increase at any cost, the profit of 
his trade; I take, as a philanthropist, in regard 
to these matters, a higher point of view, looking 
at the promotion of the well being of the whole 
human race. 

Another thing which many a practitioner un- 
doubtedly has experienced, is the dissatisfaction 
of the members of his own family, about his 
treatment of them ; they have often a notion that 
because Pa is a Doctor, he ought to know some 
remedy to cure at short notice, (at least in his 
own family,) every disturbance in health, as they 
think that surely there must be a quick remedy 
for every disorder, which a doctor ought to know, 
and that nature and time go for nothing. When 
Pa honestly tells them his persuasion that they 
do not want anything, but must have patience, 
and take care of themselves, he gets the reproach 
that he is inactive or indifferent toward his fam- 
ily; that Mrs. A., or Miss B., surely would get a 
prescription of him in a similar case, and if Pa 
is honest enough, he cannot deny this accusation. 

The writer of this article could never persuade 
the members of his own femily to use as little 
medicine as he uses himself, he pleads guilty of 
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the reproach that old doctors never swallow their 
own medicine, and he mostly charged some of 
his colleagues with the treatment of the mem- 
bers of his family, and of himself, when this 
occasionally became necessary. 

And here we reach an important point for the 
practitioner, namely, the advice never to pre- 
scribe for one’s own person, when the trouble 
threatens to be of the least serious character. 

Weare educated to observe symptoms in others, 
not to observe our own; to prescribe with cool 
and sound judgment for others when sick, not to 
prescribe, with a judgment disordered by dis- 
ease, for ourselves; besides this, our own feel- 
ings about the symptoms are illusive in the 
highest degree, our cool judgment is not only 
interfered with, but entirely upset by a simple 
transitory attack of fever, and even if this is 
not the case, we have our prejudices, likes and 


dislikes, and cannot possibly be as impartial in | ; 


applying the rules of our divine art to our- 
selves, when applying them to others. Our feel- 
ings may be so distressing that we think our- 
selves worse than we are, and vice versa, if of a 
consumptive predisposition; in the latter case we 
may prescribe imprudently. 

The writer once went through an attack of 
typhoid fever, contracted by contagion from a 
patient, and his mind was so disturbed that he 
was utterly unable to make his own diagnosis, 
really surprising in a disease so easily recog- 
nized; he did literally not know what was the 
matter with him till it was communicated to him 
by a colleague, who successfully carried him 
through an illness of more than six weeks’ dura- 
tion; this same colleague, two years afterward, 
unfortunately succumbed by the same disease; 
he prescribed for himself! He was a young and 
very able practitioner, and the writer is surely 
not the only one who remembers him with 
gratitude. 


It may be interesting, in this connection, to 
mention the case reported on page 202 of this 
journal, and in which the abuse ‘of drugs was 
the cause of much trouble, the latest report ex- 
tracted from a letter, is this: 

“After having had three different prominent 
physicians, each of which was recommended by 
the former, when this one had, after his own ad- 
mission, exhausted his skill; we found that 
when taking a remedy for one thing, another 
thing got worse, or a new trouble was created ; 
so we have come to the conclusion to abandon 
all medicine, and trust to good nursing and a 
comfortable life; we ‘tried this for the last six 
weeks, and the result is thus far very favorable.” 


N. Y., April 7, 1868. V. 
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Mortality of Providence, R. I., in March, 

Under the able and careful supervision of Dr, 
Epwin M. Snow, the morlality statistics of Proy- 
idence are the best kept in the country. 

The number of deaths (78) in Providence 
during the month of March, was 5 more than 
during the preceding month; 15 less than in 
March, 1867; and 8 Jess than the average for 
March during the Jast thirteen years, 

The following shows the number of deaths 
in Providence during each month of the present 
year, and the corresponding months of each of 
the five years preceding; also the annual average 
for each month in the aggregate for the last thir- 
teen years, 1855 to 1867 inclusive. 


13 veara’ 

1868. 1867, 1°66 1°65. 1864. 1863. Aver’ge, 
January.... 56 = 889 § 193 115 76 87 
February... 73 75 68 112 M1 IM 81 
March........ 7% 9 82 84 96 110 86 


The mortality of Providence during the month 
of March, as in the preceding months of the 
present year, was unusually sinall for the season. 
The characteristics of the mortality in March 
were also, in several respects, quite different from 
the usual mortality in cities. Thus, excluding 
the widowed, there were more married than sin- 
gle persons among the decedents; there were 
nearly twice as many decedents of American as 
of foreign parentage; less than 17 per cent. of 
all the decedents were under 5 years of age; and 
of the decedents of American parentage, only 
about 12 per cent. were under 5 years; and con- 
siderably more than half of all*the decedents 
were over 50 years of age. These features of the 
mortality are unusual in a city population, and 
;ndicate an unusually good condition of the pub- 
lic health. 





Homeeopathic Department Established. 

As our last sheet goes to press, we learn that 
the Board of Regents of the University have 
capped the climax of the folly of a foolish Legis- 
lature, by establishing the Homoepathic Depart- 
ment, which was then authorized, as the condi- 
tion for receiving the appropriation in aid of the 
institution. They have endeavored to smooth 
over the odium which will attach to their act in 
the minds of all right-thinking and far-seeing 
men, by locating the new branch at some other 
place than Ann Arbor, but the moral influence 
will be the same. The University of Michigan, 
justly the pride of our State, and an honor to 
America, affords to Europe, who has tried the 
experiment and failed again and again, but an- 
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other insts ince of the truth, ‘that experience must 
make wise. In nearly all European countries 
the IIzhnemannian dogma is sinking, and its 
upholders, to save themselves from oblivion, 
have forsaken their original dilutions for the 
more practical “massive doses,” as published 
in the proceedings of their late meeting in 
France. After a fair trial, by means of hos- 
pitals and every facility offered by the govern- 
ment for testing the merits of the question in 
Russia, an imperial ukase forbids the practice of 
it in that country. While we do not recognize 
this summary method as the true remedy for 
error of any kind, we believe that if the votaries 
of true science do faithfully their duty in the 
community, by disserninating among the people 
correct ideas of the laws that govern the body in 
health and diseease, it will prove an ukase far 
more efficacious than that of any absolute mon- 
arch.—Detroit Review of Medicine and Pharmacy. 


aaa 





Yel'ow Fever in Peru. 

A correspondent of the New York Tribune, 
writing from Lima under date of March 28th, 
Bays: 

The yellow fever is raging along the whole of 
the northern coast of Peru, and is gradually ex- 
tending itself south, thus travelling direct from 
leeward to windward—and that, too, at a season 
when the south-east winds that prevail upon this 
coast all the year round, blow the strongest. 
There has been no abatement whatever of its 
fury in Callao; the mortality ranges from about 
thirty to thirty five deaths daily. Its greatest 
ravages are among the persons not acclimated ; 
but where it has heen most severe is on board 
of three vessels that are lying in the bay of 
Callao with Chinese coolies on board. Out of 
1000, probably twenty will not escape; they are 
dying off at the rate of one per hour. By some 
great oversight on the part of the port officers, 
these bodies have been permitted to be thrown 
overboard, and the result is that large numbers 
have begun to be washed up on shore in such a 
state of decomposition as not to admit of their 
removal. The waters of the bar have become in- 
fected to such a state that the Medical Board 
have prohibited the eating of fish and bathing in 
the bay. The heat is still very great for this 
Season of the year, the thermometer averaging 
from sun-down to sun-rise 85° Fahrenheit. There 
are no means of ascertaining the amount of 
deaths by the fever in Lima, as the authorities 
are throwing every obstacle in the way, obtaining 
data without taking one single step toward its 
prevention. The poor and indigent are the vic- 
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tims; there hi as not bees a single case of death 
hy the fever among the better to do class up to 
the present. Unless the cold weather sets in soon, 
Tam afraid that we will have a general emigra- 
tion from Lima and Callao toward the snow 
ridges of the Cordilleras, 

Druggist’s Mistakes, 

The Journal of Applied Chemistry has some 
sensible remarks on this topic, which we re- 
commend to the attention of the profession at 
large. 

“Our exchanges have been for some time past 
teeming with various suggestions, both for the 
druggist and the physician, for the better secu- 
rity of life and safety to the patient, but many 
of them seem to have been penned by those who 
understand but imperfectly the merits of the 
case. One suggests that each physician be pro- 
vided with a list (like a bill of fare) of the vari- 
ous articles used in prescriptions, and the quan- 
tities only left blank for the physician to fill up. 
Such a plan would, of course, be utterly imprac- 
ticable, as every druggist and physician can see 
at once, and would be likely to result in more 
mistakes than the present method. The sum- 
ming up of the various articles marked in a list 
of several hundred articles would often result in 
serious omissions, and would involve much waste 
of time. 

“Another suggestion, no less wise, but quite 
as wide of the mark, is that physicians be re- 
quired to write their prescriptions in plain Eng- 
lish. Now the common, popular names of many 
drugs are not only unintelligible to a great de- 
gree, hut they are often ambiguous, and some- 
times only local, while the Latin or technical 
names are always definite, and never to be mis- 
taken by an intelligent druggist. The term 
“wintergreen,” for example, is applied to any 
one of several different plants in their various 
states, while each one has a definite botanical 
name, by which it is known throughout the civil- 
ized world. Again, the ignorant patient, or his 
famiiy, thinking to save expense, would often 
purchase the articles of an English recipe sepa- 
rately, and endeavor to mix them at home, with- 
out the skill or the knowledge requisite, and the 
result might be very different from what was 
anticipated. 

“If physicians would always be careful to 
write in legible characters, and the apothecary 
were always thoroughly qualified, and even re- 
quired by law to be so, not only by education 
and experience, but in his habits, there would be 
comparatively little danger.” 
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The Enormous Supply of Cod-Liver Oil. 
To those who are accustomed only to see cod. 
liver oil put up in small bottles for medicinal 
use, it may be difficult to convey a realizing idea 
of the immense amount of this oil which is 
_ manufactured and turned to a great variety of 
uses where the cod are caught. In Norway. for 
instance, the livers, as removed from the fish, are 
thrown into vessels holding ten or twelve hogs- 
heads, and then, after frequent stirring with 
wooden beaters, a fine transparent oil escapes. 
which is drawn off and preserved as the first 
quality. The remaining mass is treated subse- 
quently in successive stages, the free oil, after 
partial decomposition of the livers, being first 
drawn off, and heat then applied, up to a certain 
degree, for another quality; after which a con- 
siderable increase of temperature results in the 
yielding up of the last quantity, known as the 
dark tanners’ oil. In some parts of Europe, and 
in Newfoundland, another method is made use 
of. It is estimated that over 50,000,000 cod are 
taken in the North Atlantic alone, the livers of 
which weigh from one to two pounds each. Al- 
lowing what may be considered as a fair estimate, 
a quarter of a pound of oil to each fish, we have 
over 12,000,000 of pounds, or 6000 tons of oil in 

the annual yield from this source alone. 





Remarkable Medicinal Spring. 

A remarkable medicinal spring, on the island 
of Jamaica, has just been brought to notice, An 
analvsis of the water, which Dr. Arrrie.p re- 
ported at the last meeting of the London Phar- 
maceutical Society, shows that every gallon con- 
tains ahout three and one-half ounces of chloride 
of calcium, two ounces of salt, and two and one- 
half grains of chloride of ammonium, The pro 
portion of chloride of calcium, Dr. Arrriztp 
believed to be unprecedented. The therapeutic 
action of this salt is most useful for the treat- 
ment of scrofulous affections, and glandular 
swellings, a fact known to the negroes on the 
island, who have valued and used’ the water for 
medicinal purposes upwards of forty years. 





The progress of hippophagy is shown in 
the statement that the first shop for the sale of 
horse-flesh was opened in Paris on July 9th, 
1866, and already there are upward of seventeen 
such shops in different parts of the city. In 
twelve months 2312 horses were slaughtered, 
yielding some 11,320,000 Ibs. There were also 
killed in the same time seventy-eight asses and 
some mules. Is it possible the carcasses were 
for consumption? 
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A correspondent of ‘‘ The Times” tells us 
how he served a quack doctor who annoyed him 
by sending him pamphlets through the post. 
“T got a large hamper, filled it full of rubbish, 
bricks, straw, ete., and in the middle I put the last 
book I had received, and outside the book I wrote 
‘Sold again.’ I directed the hamper to the author 
of the book—‘ Dr. So-and So, ete., from a grate- 
ful patient,’—stuck some hare’s legs under the 
lid, so as to let him see what was inside, and 
sent it by express train. I never had another 
book.” 


[ Notices inserted in thia column gratis. and are solicited 
from all narts of the countru ; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line. | 


MARRIED. 


ArmetroxG — McKaAvuip.— At me. residence of the 
bride’s parents. April 2d,>v Rev. J. F. Carnthers, Jobn 
A. Armstrong, M. D., ond Miss Amanda C. McKallip, all 
of Leechburg, Armstrong e>. Pa. 

Hawrnoext—Bryanp —At the Church of the Holy 
ommunion, New York, Apri! 16th. by the Rev. F. E. 
Lawrence, J. NM. Hawthorne and El'zabeth A.. —_ 
ter of the late Wm. Bavard, M.D., of West Farms, N.Y. 

McILroy—Farrinaton.—April 15 at the residence of 
the bride’s parents, by the Rev. Ho-brook Mubois, Dr. 8, 
H. McTroy and Alida, daughter of Jonn D. Farricgton, 
all of Moit Haven, Westchester en., N. Y. 

eee 


DIED. 


Antuory.—At Fishk‘ll, N. Y., on the 15h inst., Theo- 
dore V. W. Anthony, M. D., aged 47 years. 

Bacon.—At Newser, Cumberland co., N, J., Feb. 26th, 
Rev, Wm. Bacon. M. D., in the 66th year «1 his age, 

Hasterr.—In Brooklyn, 4pril 11th, Jane Teresa, wife 
of Dr John Haslett, in the 65'h vear of her age 

SHR NER.—On Sunday. April 12th, at 3! o'clock at his 
residence at New Texas, alleghany co., Pa,, Dr. Samuel 
Shriner, in the 47th vear "of his age. 

StonE.—At West Farms, N. Y., April 8, of acute pneu- 
monia, Dr. J. O. Stone. 


a re 
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


De. W. H. B, of Pa.— Will you be kind enough to in- 
form me which is the best medical journal publirhed in 
Paris?” Opinions differ, of course, bur for a medical 
journal, we venture to recommend the “ Bulletin Général 
de Thérapeutique Médicale et Chirurgiecale.” It sopears 
twice a month, and can be obtained through Mr. E Stei 
ger, 17 North William street, New York, at a cost of 
about $10 

Dr. O. A. h., of Pa.—Your letter with the enclosure 
was received, and the amount duly cre‘tited. 
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METEOROLOGY. 
April, | 6, | 7, | 8, | 9, | 10,| 11,| 12. 
Wind............| 8. W.| N. E.|N.W. W | N.EIN W.| N, 
Clear |Cl’dy. Clear. Cl’dy.|Cv'dy Clear. Cl’ay 
Weather... Rain. | | Rain |r. he 
¢ enw |&enw 
Depth Rain.. 310) | Lin | 4 10 
Thermometer. | 
Minimum......; 20° | 29° | 30° | 20° | 24° | 22° | 36° 
At8,A M...| 35 | 38 | 43 [30 | 34 | 38 | 52 
i 43/52 30/36 | 50 | Bl 
43 | 30 £0 48 
38.25, 43.75 $2.60 31. | 40. | 46.75 
Barometer. JES 
At 12, M.....! 30.3 | 29.4 | 29.7 | 30.5 ' 30.1 ' 30. | 30. 














B. J. Leepom. 


Germantown, Pa. 








